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. . . Early morning crash at takeoff at Hamilton AFE kills 13

13 Die In F=lanmflmg

AF Plane Crash
HAMILTON AFB (UFI)

An Air Foice tlansport Plane
clipped a haze - shrouded ridge
minutes after takeoff, crashed
and exploded .Monday, kitling
L3 of the 14 persons aboard.

0apt. George Burk was found
35 yards from the wreckage,
moaning, "IJelp m-e, helP me.
He was rushed to the base hos-
pital, and l,hen flown to the
Armed Forces Burn Center at
Kelly AFB at San Antonio, "Iex.

The T29 Convair, converted
from a training PIa.ne to a
transport, carried a crew of

all the smoke," said John Daw-
iau, Mangels foreruan. "I f,atl
bqek home ancl- called the fire
clepa"rtrnent and the n weut,
baelc to the seene,"

A pieee of the fuselage about
eight feet long and one of the
plane's {,wo engittes were the
largest remainir tg pleces o1
w r e c k a g e .  T h e  r e s t  w a s
smashed, to pie.ces and scat'
tered over the harren hi1ls.

Three Coast Gu-ard helicoP-
ters arrived- at the sceue wrtirin
mrnutes after the erash and-
rushed the survi\/or to the
Hamilton hospital. A 25-man



ti'ansport, carried a crew of
four apd 10 military communi=
ea;tioris experts. en route to
Faifehild Air Force Base near
Spokane.

It took off about I a.m. from
this Northern California base
and almost immediately disap-
neared from the radar screens.
biticiuts said it crashed at B:02
a.m. eight miles northeast of
Hamilton on the remote, ro11-
ing Mangels Ranch.

"I was coming over the hill
cheeking the eattle when I saw

Hamilton hospital. A Z5-rnan
grou4d qrew frbm the air base
arrived bbb-u:t dn iroirr: 1ater.

Lt. Col, Everett Brown of the
Hamilton Public Information
O f f  i c e  . s a i d  t h e  a r e a  w a s
shrouded with patches of fog or
haze al the time, Brown said
there was no drsaster call flom
the plane hefore it went down.

Among the dead was Maj.
Rober t  L "  Rob inson J r . ,  39 ,
pilot, eornmander of Almaden
Air Foree Station. (See other
story, page 4)
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